410	part IX. The Royal Forces
in May of that year, provided for calling out for service by Order in
Council the members of any of the reserve or auxiliary forces, and
under it the Naval Reserve, Army Reserve and Air Force Reserve
were called out and the Territorial Army and Auxiliary Air Force
were embodied.   The Armed Forces (Conditions of Service) Act,
1939, permitted enlistment in the regular forces for the duration of
*6the present emergency/* transfer to any corps without consent,
the ordering abroad of any embodied part of the Territorial Army
and of any part of the Auxiliary Air Force.  The Military and Air
Forces  (Prolongation  of Service)  Act,   1939,  provided  that no
member of the regular, reserve or auxiliary forces should be entitled
to be discharged until the end of the emergency.x   The National
Service (Armed Forces) Act, 1939, introduced liability to compulsory
military service for all males—subject to certain total or conditional
exemptions for, in particular, conscientious objectors and regular
ministers of any religious   denomination—between  the  ages  of
eighteen and forty-one. The Act contained provisions for reinstate-
ment in civil employment. The National Service Act, 1941, extended
the liability to compulsory whole-time service to service in the Civil
Defence Forces.   Later in the same year the National Service
(No. 2) Act, 1941, raised the age of liability to compulsory service
in the forces to fifty-one and rendered women so liable as well as
men.  Women could be called up to serve in the Women's Royal
Naval Service, the Auxiliary Territorial Service and the Women's
Auxiliary Air Force. A woman could not, however, be required to
use a lethal weapon without her written consent. This Act declared
all persons of either sex to be liable to national service, whether
under the Crown or not, and whether in the armed forces of the
Crown, in civil defence, in industry, or otherwise. Liability to whole-
time service in the forces remained restricted to those between the
ages of eighteen and fifty-one, but any person might by Defence
Regulations be directed to part-time service in the armed forces or
civil defence forces or to whole or part-time service in any form of
national service including civil defence employment. The Emergency
Powers (Defence) Act, 1940, had made provision for Defence Regu-
lations to compel persons to place themselves, their services and their
property at the disposal of His Majesty, and these Defence Regula- .
tions were made under the authority of this Act which was intended
to rally the nation to resist invasion. The Civil Defence Forces were
the Police War Reserve, the Civil Defence Reserve,"the National Fire
Service, and the Kent County Civil Defence Mobile Reserves. The
range of civil defence services was, however, wider and embraced
service under the local authorities  as  air-raid wardens,  rescue
workers, ambulance drivers, mainly as part-time workers with a
1 The Royal Marines were covered by separate legislation.

